
Sandwich Infant School 

Where everyone is valued and learning is fun 

Reception handwriting 

The Reception curriculum provides daily opportunities for children to develop the motor 

skills necessary to hold a pencil and write.  It is vitally important that the children are 

supported to use a correct pencil grip in Reception as it is almost impossible to break a bad 

grip.  Triangular pencils or pencil grips can support this.    

In Reception we teach the children to print in a precursive style. 

 

 

Year One Handwriting  

Statutory requirements  

Pupils should be taught to: 

• sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the

right place

• form capital letters

• form digits 0-9

• understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are

formed in similar ways) and to practise these.

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

Handwriting requires frequent and discrete, direct teaching. Pupils should be able to form 

letters correctly and confidently. The size of the writing implement (pencil, pen) should not 

be too large for a young pupil’s hand. Whatever is being used should allow the pupil to hold 

it easily and correctly so that bad habits are avoided.  

Handwriting Policy 



Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching to meet their needs. 

In Year One we teach the children cursive un-joined handwriting.  

Handwriting families 

Teachers follow specific handwriting families to maintain continuity between classes. 

This also promotes appropriate vocabulary to support children to learn the formations.  

1. Long ladder family:

2. One-armed robot family:

3. Curly caterpillar family:

4. Zigzag monster family:

5. Review any letters that need extra focus

6. Digraphs:

7. Trigraphs:

8. Teach vowels:

Teachers use vocabulary to support the formation of letters when modelling such as: 

“starting on the line”, “slowly leading in”, “up and down”, “around”, and “slowly lead out 

so the letter finishes on the line” (with exception to ‘o’, ‘r’, ‘w’ and ‘v’). 

Year Two Writing – handwriting 

Statutory requirements  

Pupils should be taught to:  

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

• start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined

• write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one

another and to lower case letters

• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.



Notes and guidance (non-statutory 

Pupils should revise and practise correct letter formation frequently. They should be taught 

to write with a joined style as soon as they can form letters securely with the correct 

orientation.  

In Year Two we teach the children joined cursive handwriting 

The school have purchased a handwriting package to support teachers.  Reception use 

CCW Precursive 4 Un-joined Font, Year One use CCW Cursive 4 Un-joined Font and Year 

Two use JoinItC4.    

This package offers 
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Handwriting Guidance for Reception Parents  

We teach Reception children to print with a “flick” after some letters.   

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz  

ABCDEFGHIJKLMONOPQRSTUVQWXYZ     

The lettering below shows where letters should begin and end. All letters start on the dot 

following the arrow.  The dot above i and j is placed after the letter has been completed. 

abcdefghijklmno pqurstuvwxyz  

ABCDEFGHIJKLMO NOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
0123456789     
Please support your child to use a correct pencil grip – see over for guidance.  If your child is left handed, 

please ask for a separate sheet. If you have any questions, please speak to the class teacher.    
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Handwriting Guidance for Year One Parents  

We teach Year One children to start letters from the line to prepare them for joining in Year 

Two.      

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz ABCDEFGHIJKLMONOPQRSTUVQWXYZ     

The lettering below shows where letters should begin and end. All letters start on the dot 

following the arrow.  The dot above i and j is placed after the letter has been completed. 

abcdefghijklm nopqrstuvwxyz  

ABCDEFGHIJKLMO NOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
0123456789  

Please support your child to use a correct pencil grip – see over for guidance.  If your child is left handed 

please ask the teacher for a separate sheet.  If you have any questions, please speak to the class teacher.    
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Handwriting Guidance for Year Two Parents  

We teach Year Two children to join the handwriting letters they were taught in Year One.  This can only be 

done once they are forming the letters correctly so please continue to encourage them to use school 

handwriting when writing at home.  When the teacher decides that your child is ready to start joining, he 

or she will be invited to attend “Handwriting Club” which takes place before school three days a week.  

Please do not encourage your child to join letters before they are invited to the club as they are likely to 

form bad habits which are difficult to break.   All children will be invited to Handwriting Club before the 

end of the academic year.   

The lettering below shows where letters should begin and end. All letters start on the dot following the 

arrow.  The dot above i and j is placed after the letter has been completed.  

abcdefghijklm nopqrstuvwxyz  

ABCDEFGHIJKLMO NOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
0123456789     
  

Please support your child to use a correct pencil grip.  If your child is left handed ask the teacher for a 

separate sheet. If you have any questions, please speak to the class teacher.    

These are the most popular pencil grips for children. 

  




